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Junior Achievement Inspiration Center Opens to Teach 

                    Students about the Business of Life
        -- Includes two “Cities” with Betty’s JA BizTown and JA Finance Park --

  -- Still opportunities for community and schools to get involved --
LAS VEGAS – Students in Clark County are being better prepared to handle their financial futures with the opening of the new Junior Achievement of Southern Nevada Inspiration Center. The multimillion-dollar center is the hub of activities for the nonprofit organization’s transformative efforts to teach K-12 students and young adults about the “business of life“ – to bridge the gap between what they learn in school with life outside the classroom, realizing it’s possible to invest in their future, and gain a better understanding of how the real world works. Junior Achievement programs cover financial literacy, workforce readiness and entrepreneurship. 

With the new school year underway, some schools have already brought their students to the Inspiration Center, and the feedback has been overwhelmingly positive.

"Betty’s JA BizTown will be one of the most memorable days of these kids' elementary school years, and the lessons will last a lifetime,” said Stephanie Wright, Pinecrest Academy Horizon fifth grade teacher, who recently was at the Inspiration Center with her class and school.
To officially open the Inspiration Center, a grand opening event was held today with Junior Achievement staff, donors, sponsors, volunteers, school and community partners, and other supporters. Nevada State Senator Carrie Buck, Clark County Commissioner Tick Segerblom, and City of Las Vegas Councilwomen Oliva Diaz and Victoria Seaman also attended the festivities and spoke during the program.

Located at 4440 E. Tropicana Ave., the 40,000-square-foot renovated building houses Junior Achievement capstone programs: Betty’s JA BizTown and JA Finance Park. They are designed as cities with businesses, stores, utilities, municipalities and more and teach youth to find their place in the job market and manage their finances, respectively, in ways schools don’t have the resources to provide.
“We’re so excited to welcome schools and the community into the Inspiration Center, our new home and a life-changing, eye-opening educational opportunity experience for students, many who are from at-risk neighborhood and don’t get financial literacy lessons at home,” said Michelle Jackson, Junior Achievement of Southern Nevada president and CEO. “Our Junior Achievement curriculum has the power to change generational and situational poverty.” 
To develop the Inspiration Center, Junior Achievement of Southern Nevada embarked on a capital campaign to raise the $18 million total cost. More than $16 million has been raised, and there are still naming options, storefront openings and other donation and participation opportunities to get involved.

“The Inspiration Center is a testament to dreaming big, to the power of imagination, and to what the force of a community coming together can build. And we could not have done it without our generous donors and supporters. They believed in what is possible – they helped make this Inspiration Center a reality – and for that they have our sincerest thanks,” said Nathan Lloyd, chairman of Junior Achievement of Southern Nevada board and chief of staff and general counsel of ImagineCo.

“My mom’s name, Betty, is attached to this project, emphasizing just how important this is to our family, our foundation and, ultimately, the community,” says Kris Engelstad, CEO of the Engelstad Foundation, whose investment launched the development forward by allowing Junior Achievement to purchase the vacant building that was a 24 Hour Fitness.
 “We want to see our next generation thrive. With the opening of the Inspiration Center, Southern Nevada is taking one big step forward in equipping our kids with the everyday skills they need.”
In the PNC Bank location in Betty’s JA BizTown, students learn the importance of earning money, depositing their paychecks, and keeping track of their expenses. 
“PNC strives to make a positive impact on our local community. The Junior Achievement Inspiration Center has been a dream for many of us in Southern Nevada for more than a decade,” said Denette Suddeth, PNC Bank regional president for Nevada. “Our investment in BizTown is another demonstration of PNC’s strong commitment to workforce development in Nevada. Junior Achievement of Southern Nevada and PNC share the goal of helping young people achieve their full potential in school and in life.” 
When students come to Betty’s JA BizTown, they will participate in a vibrant economy, run businesses, make bank transactions, elect a mayor, and go shopping. Current companies in this “city” and their industry category include: PNC Bank, banking; Lexicon Bank, community bank and credit union; Google, technology and artificial intelligence; Nevada Gold Mines, mining; Caesars Entertainment, hospitality; Nevada Contractors Association, engineering, construction and trades; City of Las Vegas, government/City Hall; RSM Audit & Tax Consulting, auditing services; UNLV, education; ImagineCo, entrepreneurship; HCA Healthcare, healthcare; The UPS Store, retail consumer goods; Las Vegas Raiders, professional sporting, and Five Guys Burgers & Fries, restaurant.
“Financial education can help to promote financial inclusion and reduce economic inequality. As a partner with Junior Achievement for more than 25 years in Southern Nevada, we understand the power of their programs and believe that investing in 
financial education can have a life-changing impact on our students and in our 
community,” said Terry Shirey, president and CEO, Nevada State Bank, which has the largest space in JA Finance Park.
JA Finance Park helps students build a foundation upon which they can make intelligent financial decisions based on income, expenses, savings, and credit through in-class 
learning and a hands-on budget simulation. During the simulation, students receive an adult persona including age, family, marital status, job, income, credit score, and 
education level. Based on these factors, they must create a balanced budget with more 
than 26 different categories related to running a household. Current Finance Park companies and their category include: Nevada State Bank, banking; The Venetian Resort Las Vegas, entertainment and sporting; United Healthcare, healthcare; National Automobile Dealers Association (NADA), transportation; UNLV, education; Hirschi Companies, home improvement; Republic Services, waste management services; Cox, cable/Internet; Taco Bell, dining out; and Keresteci Center, insurance and risk management. Several 
companies will operate kiosks, including: NV Energy, utilities - electric; Southwest Gas, utilities - gas; La Bonita Supermarket, groceries; and KinderCare, childcare.
With the Inspiration Center, more local schools and students will be able to take 
advantage of the JA financial literacy curriculum. When the programs grow to capacity, 
they will allow Junior Achievement to triple its impact to more than 60,000 students 
with 84 percent of fifth graders attending Betty’s JA BizTown and 84 percent of ninth graders attending JA Finance Park.
In addition to Betty’s JA BizTown and JA Finance Park, the Inspiration Center includes a

multipurpose area, conference room, and administrative offices. An Entrepreneur 
Incubator Hub and Career Center in partnership with Goodwill Industries of Southern Nevada are being developed.
The building’s design and versatile space, state-of-the-art technology and kitchen
facilities also make it a unique venue for meetings, special events, and specialized 
camps for nonprofit organizations, schools and other types of groups. 
“Our goal is to make this Inspiration Center a model for other local Junior Achievement organizations across the country. We want to innovate our curriculum to better connect program learning to real world applications, diversify the businesses and career paths 
that students can explore in BizTown and Finance Park as our world and the economy rapidly evolve, and innovate career and entrepreneurial resources that will make our community stronger. The future is brighter for local youth with all the possibilities 
available through Junior Achievement of Southern Nevada and the Inspiration Center,” 
said Lloyd.
“Additionally, with all the new activity it will bring, the Inspiration Center will breathe 
new economic life to the area.” The building had been vacant since March 2020.
To get involved, visit https://southernnevada.ja.org/donor/fundable-opportunities
or contact Michelle Jackson at michelle.jackson@ja.org or 702-214-0500. 
For school participation, principals, teachers and counselors should contact Bridget 
Branch at bridget.branch@ja.org or Shanice Stevens at shanice.stevens@ja.org, or call 
them at 702-214-0500.

About Junior Achievement of Southern Nevada
Founded locally in 1996, Junior Achievement of Southern Nevada, Inc. is dedicated to providing financial education to K-12 students and young adults with a curriculum including wants vs. 
needs,  budget management to economic principals, workforce skills, credit and 
entrepreneurship. The completion of the new 40,000-square-foot Junior Achievement of 
Southern Nevada Inspiration Center will allow the nonprofit organization to impact more than 60,000 local youth. It will be a permanent site for capstone programs, Betty’s JA BizTown and 
JA Finance Park. Junior Achievement of Southern Nevada’s financial literacy mission is accomplished with the support of 285 businesses and 6,800 business role models, who help 
youth learn about the “business of life,” by helping bridge the gap between what youth learn in school and the real world. For more information visit https://jasnv.org/ and follow on 
Instagram and Facebook.  
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